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	Assessment Plan
Start Date: Fall 2025





Summary
The last assessment plan revision was in 2019. The current plan reflects changes to the Journalism and Photojournalism majors, and the Bilingual Spanish Journalism program that launched in Fall 2022. It also aligns with standards and program learning outcomes adopted by the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication in 2023, and it includes recommendations from the Academic Program Assessment Committee.
Department Mission Statement (updated spring 2025)
Vision: SF State Journalism delivers contemporary, multifaceted instruction to prepare students for roles as journalists, storytellers and communicators.
Mission: To educate students and provide leadership in an evolving media landscape by promoting excellence, integrity, creativity and social responsibility in telling the stories of a multicultural world.

Students should graduate with the following 14 skills and values.
	Skills
	Values

	· News Judgment
· Critical Thinking
· Cultural Competence
· Clarity 
· Analytical Competence
· Research and Reporting
· Media Literacy
	·  To inform, to enlighten and to champion freedom of speech and press
· Accountability to the public, citizens, consumers and employers
· Multicultural knowledge, values and skills
· Journalism as an agent for social change



Our ten Program Learning Outcomes along with our skills and values align with the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications Council’s Values and Competencies as well as the department’s mission. For example, visual competence and visual storytelling are an integral part of journalism, whether the journalist is a photographer, multimedia journalist or writer. Journalists are required to take on several roles and employ a variety of multimedia skills in order to accurately and effectively report stories, and maintain relevance in an increasingly competitive market.
Program Learning Outcomes (PLO)
1. News Media Law: Apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, in a global context.
2. History: Demonstrate an understanding of the multicultural history and role of professionals and institutions in shaping communications.
3. Cultural Proficiency: Demonstrate culturally proficient communication that empowers those traditionally disenfranchised in society, especially as grounded in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation and ability, domestically and globally, across communication and media contexts.
4. Visual Competence: Present images and information effectively and creatively, using appropriate tools and technologies.
5. Writing: Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve.
6. Ethics: demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity.
7. Critical Thinking and Research: Apply critical thinking skills in conducting research and evaluating information by methods appropriate to the communications professions in which they work.
8. Use Data and Numbers: Effectively and correctly apply basic numerical and statistical concepts.
9. Critical Evaluation: Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.
10. Appropriate Use of Technology:  Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications professions in which they work.
Curriculum Review
The matrix below shows how each class aligns with the Program Learning Outcomes and the three stages of cognitive depth as per Bloom’s Taxonomy: awareness, understanding and application. 
Awareness means students can recognize, identify, or acknowledge the learning outcome. They may be able to describe it briefly but not explain it in depth or apply it.
Understanding means students can explain, summarize or interpret the learning outcome. They grasp the meaning, significance and relationships between ideas. 
Application means students can take what they know and use the using principles, laws, skills, and methods in real-world journalism contexts.

Matrix for Learning Outcomes (Values and Competencies) 
	AREA
	Awareness
	Understanding
	Application

	Law
	     J 205
J 221
J 235
J 307
J 310
Multimedia

	       J 205
J 221
J 223
J 235
J 300
J 307
J 310
J 335

	               J 221
J 223
J 250
J 300
J 335
J 435
J 617
BECA 560
BECA 660
Writing 
Multimedia
Electives
Capstone
Practicum
Photojournalism


	History
	        J 205
J 221
J 223
J 226
J 235
J 304
J 307
J 310
J 450

	      J 205
J 221
J 226
J 304
J 307
J 310
J 450

	    J 205
J 221
J 304
J 307
J 310


	Cultural Proficiency
	        J 205
J 221
J 226
J 304
J 400
Multimedia
Photojournalism
BSJ

	     J 205
J 221
J 310
J 304
Photojournalism
BSJ

	            J 221
J 226
J 300
J 304
J 310
J 330
J 400
Capstone
Practicum
Writing
Photojournalism
BSJ


	AREA
	Awareness
	Understanding
	Application

	Visual Com-petence
	         J 205
J 226
J 235
J 304
J 310
J 400
Photojournalism
BECA 560

	      J 226
J 310
J 400
J 480
J 680
Multimedia
Photojournalism

 BECA 560
BECA 660

	          J 226
J 400
J 480
J 617
Multimedia
Capstone
Practicum
Photojournalism
BECA 560
BECA 660


	Writing
	            J 205
J 221
J 300
J 304
J 307
J 310
J 330
J 400
Multimedia
Writing
Photojournalism
BSJ

	            J 205
J 221
J 300
J 304
J 310
J 330
J 400
Multimedia
Writing
Capstone
Practicum
Photojournalism
BSJ

	          J 205
J 221
J 300
J 310
J 400
Writing
Capstone
Practicum
Photojournalism
BSJ


	Ethics
	All Courses

	All Courses

	All Courses


	Critical Thinking & 
Research
	 All Courses

	 All Courses

	 All Courses


	Data and Numbers

	         J 221
J 226
J 304
J 307
J 310
J 330
J 426
J 450
Writing
BECA 560

	        J 221
J 223
J 226
J 330
J 426
J 450
Writing
BECA 560
BECA 660

	          J 223
J 226
J 300
J 330
J 426
J 435
J 450
J 617
Practicum
Capstone
Writing
BECA 660


	Critical Evaluation

	All Courses

	All Courses

	All Courses


	Appropriate Use of Tech-nology
	            J 205
J 223
J 224
J 300
J 304
J 307
J 310
J 323
J 617
Photojournalism
BECA 560
BECA 660

	     J 300
J 307
J 323
J 617
Multimedia

    Photojournalism
BECA 560
BECA 660

	      J 300
J 617
Multimedia
Photojournalism
BECA 560
BECA 660







Syllabi Review
EQUITY CORE (Print/Online, Photojournalism Concentrations)

Jour 205 Social Impact of Journalism
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	☑

	History
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	
	



Jour 304 Cultural Diversity and News Media
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	

	History
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	
	



Jour 307 News Media Law (All Concentrations and Majors)
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	

	History
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Cultural Proficiency
	
	
	

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	
	

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	



Jour 310 Journalism Ethics (All Concentrations and Majors)
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	

	History
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	
	



SKILLS CORE (Print/Online & Photojournalism Concentrations)

Jour 221 Newswriting
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	☑

	History
	☑
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	☑
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	
	
	



Jour 226 Introduction to Multimedia Journalism (all majors)
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	

	History
	☑
	☑
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	
	
	

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑




Jour 300 Reporting
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	☑
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	
	
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Jour 400 Video Journalism 
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



MULTIMEDIA COURSES (Print/Online & Photojournalism Concentrations)

Jour 426 Data Journalism
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	
	

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Jour 450 Publication Design and Graphics
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	☑

	History
	☑
	☑
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Jour 480 Audio Journalism
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



PRACTICUM and CAPSTONE  (Print/Online & Photojournalism Concentrations)

Because of decreased enrollment and the inability to offer Jour 695 Capstone or multiple sections of classes, students can take Jour 605, Jour 609, Jour 617, Jour 409 or Jour 695 for capstone.

Jour 605 Magazine Publication Laboratory and Jour 609 Publication Laboratory 
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	
	
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	☑

	Writing
	
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Writing courses
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	☑
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	
	
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑ 

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



PHOTOJOURNALISM SEQUENCE
Jour 235 Photojournalism I: Foundations of Photojournalism
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	☑
	☑
	☑

	History
	☑
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Jour 335 Photojournalism II: Staff Photojournalism
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Jour 435 Photojournalism III: Editorial Photography and Business Practices
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Jour 535 Photojournalism IV: Documentary Capstone
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	
	
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



BILINGUAL SPANISH JOURNALISM
Core
Jour 223 Bilingual English and Spanish Newswriting
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	☑
	☑

	History
	☑
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	☑
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	
	



Jour 224 Newswriting Lab in Spanish
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	
	



Jour 323 Editing and Translation for Bilingual Spanish Journalism
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	


Cluster Electives
JOUR 575 Community Media
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	☑
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



BECA 560 Radio and Television Newswriting
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	☑
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



BECA 660 Radio and Television Newswriting
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law

	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	☑
	☑
	

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	☑
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Practicum
Jour 617/jour 409  Journalism Internship (Bilingual Spanish Journalism)
	
	AWARENESS
	UNDERSTANDING
	APPLICATION

	News Media Law
	
	
	☑

	History
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Visual Competence
	
	
	☑

	Writing
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Ethics
	
	☑
	☑

	Critical Thinking and Research
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	☑

	Critical Evaluation
	☑
	☑
	☑

	Appropriate use of Technology
	☑
	☑
	☑



Indirect Measures
1. Senior Exit Surveys: Our goal is that 80 percent of seniors agree or strongly agree that they are prepared for entry-level positions in the field, and no more than 10 percent disagree. Students will be identified by the Journalism Department office, and instructors in the following classes will be responsible for ensuring students complete the evaluation: Jour 605, Jour 609, JOUR 695 and JOUR 535, and JOUR 617/JOUR 409 for Bilingual Spanish Journalism majors.

2. Alumni Survey: Alumni are surveyed every three years to evaluate the quality of their education in the Journalism Department as it relates to their current professional work. Our goal is that 80 percent of respondents agree or strongly agree that our program prepared them for entry-level positions in the field, and no more than 10 percent disagree. The survey is distributed through social media channels with help from the Student Advisory Board. 

3. Internship Reports: Bilingual Spanish Journalism majors are required to complete an internship. Our goal is that 80 percent of the students receive agree or strongly agree from employers in 7 of the 10 competencies based on a end-of-internship evaluation of the student given through Qualtrics. (See appendix B)

4. Student Forums: The department will host periodic student forums to address issues brought to the faculty by students.  Students will be given the opportunity to anonymously pose questions and post comments prior to each forum.

Indicators
1. Performance of Publication Lab students in national college journalism competitions. 

2. Placement of graduates in journalism jobs or jobs closely related to journalism such as public relations and communications as indicated in Senior Exit Surveys and tri-annual Alumni Surveys, and reports from faculty.

Direct Measures
1. Entrance, Midterm and Exit Exams for Jour 221 Newswriting: These standardized exams serve to ensure more uniform learning outcomes across the sections of Newswriting and to assess how well instruction meets learning outcomes. Students cannot move through the curriculum until they have mastered the basic skills of Newswriting. 

Entrance Exam: This 75-minute exam is not used to screen out students, but to measure competencies at the start of the class to compare them to the exit exam at the end of the course. Both students and instructors can use the entrance exam to identify areas for needed improvement. This serves as important feedback to students, giving them greater empowerment of their learning. 

Midterm Exam: The midterm exam is worth 10 percent of the final course grade. Students have 75 minutes to complete the exam. 

Exit Exam: The 75-minute exit exam is worth 15 percent of the student’s final grade. Instructors use grading rubrics for major assignments, including the final project, which is worth 20 percent of the final grade.

2. Midterm and Exit Exams for Jour 223 Bilingual English and Spanish Newswriting: These standardized exams serve ensure more uniform learning outcomes across the sections of Newswriting and to assess how well instruction meets learning outcomes. Students cannot move through the curriculum until they have mastered the basic skills of Newswriting. 

Midterm Exam: The midterm exam is worth 15 percent of the final course grade. Students have 75 minutes to complete the exam. 

Exit Exam: The 75-minute exit exam is worth 15 percent of the student’s final grade. Instructors use grading rubrics for major assignments.

3. Entrance Exam and Exit Exam for Jour 300 Reporting: These standardized exams serve three purposes: a) to ensure more uniform learning outcomes across the sections of Reporting; b) to assess how well instruction meets learning outcomes; and c) to better control enrollments through the program, as Newswriting and Reporting are both gateway courses. Students will not move through the curriculum until they have mastered the basic skill level of Reporting. 

Entrance Exam: This 75-minute exam measures competencies at the start of the course to compare them to the exit exam at the end of the course. Both students and instructors can use the entrance exam to identify areas for needed improvement. This serves as important feedback to students giving them greater empowerment of their learning. 

Exit Exam: This 75-minute exam is worth 15 percent of the student’s final grade. Instructors use grading rubrics for major assignments, including the final project, which is 20 percent of the final grade. 

4. Portfolio Review: Every three years an Assessment Committee will assess and compare a random sampling of portfolios from beginning and advanced classes.

Beginning Classes

Students enrolled in JOUR 223 Bilingual English and Spanish Newswriting, Jour 226 Digital Newsgathering, Jour 300 Reporting and/or Jour 335 in the fall semester will be identified as a cohort.

For Jour 300, Jour 226 and Jour 335 – Studentswill create a Folio in their Canvas Profile (See attached instructions). Students share their portfolio link in a  assignment created by faculty in the following classes:

· Jour 223: Best story of three at the end of the term
· Jour 226: Final video project – upon completion of final video project
· Jour 300: Final project – upon completion of final project 
· Jour 335 (Photojournalism students): Photo story – upon completion of photo story

Advanced Classes

· JOUR 605 AND JOUR 609 (when taken as Capstone):
· Best text and best multimedia or best photo assignment– last week of class
· Photo story – upon completion of photo story
· Best Spanish language text and best multimedia or best photo assignment– last week of class.
· JOUR 695 (Capstone): Final project (when taught)

Committee
The committee will consist of three faculty members and three professional members from the field, at least one who is bilingual in Spanish. The committee will choose three to four PLOs and a random sampling of 10 portfolios to assess during each cycle. The goal is that all 10 PLOs will be assessed in a 10-year time period.Each portfolio will be scored for its application of the learning outcomes as outlined above, using a scale of 1 to 5, 5 being the highest. The scores will help measure the department’s ability to reach its teaching goals. The committee chair prepares a report that is discussed in the faculty retreat the following fall semester and used to refine the curriculum and other applicable program areas. 

Each external committee member will either evaluate a beginning or advanced class in the areas of writing (Jour 300 and Jour 605/609, photography (Jour 335, Jour 605/609 and JOUR 617) or technology (Jour 226 and Jour 605/609). For the Bilingual Spanish Journalism Program, The chair designates three PLOs and a random sampling of seven to ten portfolios per class depending on the class size. 

Goal
Our goal is for 75 percent of the portfolios to receive an average score of 3 or better.  If more than 25 percent fall below the a score of 3, then the curriculum committee will convene to discuss syllabi, course materials, requirements, student learning outcomes and information from teaching evaluations. 

5. Portfolio Review from Capstone Course JOUR 609/Jour 617/jour 409 Internship: Every three years the Committee will review a random sample of work from Jour 617 Internship students, although the students are assessed every semester. 


	Outcomes
	Port 1
	Port 2
	Port 3
	Port 4
	Port 5
	etc…
	…

	Law
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	History
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visual Competence 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethics
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical Thinking
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data and Numbers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Technology
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Score
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



5 	Excellent demonstration of Learning Outcome
4 	Good demonstration of Learning Outcome
3 	Satisfactory demonstration of Learning Outcome
2 	Unsatisfactory demonstration of Learning Outcome
1 	Poor demonstration of Learning Outcome
NA 	Not applicable 



Rubric for Learning Outcomes N/A 0 
excellent 5
good 4
satisfactory 3
unsatisfactory 2
poor 1






	News Media Law
Apply the principles and laws of freedom of speech and press, in a global context.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	History
Demonstrate an understanding of the multicultural history and role of professionals and institutions in shaping communications.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cultural Proficiency
Demonstrate culturally proficient communication that empowers those traditionally disenfranchised in society, especially as grounded in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation and ability, domestically and globally, across communication and media contexts.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Visual Competence
Present images and information effectively and creatively, using appropriate tools and technologies
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing
Write correctly and clearly in forms and styles appropriate for the communications professions, audiences and purposes they serve
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ethics
Demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of truth, accuracy, fairness and diversity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical Thinking and Research
Apply critical thinking skills in conducting research and evaluating information by methods appropriate to the communications professions in which they work.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Use Data and Numbers
Effectively and correctly apply basic numerical and statistical concepts.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical Evaluation
Critically evaluate their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate Use of Technology
Apply tools and technologies appropriate for the communications professions in which they work
	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix A: J221 Grading Guide for Major Assignments

Student Name: __________________________________	Date Due: _________________

Story Slug: ______________________________________	Course/Section: ___________________

· Deadlines are important as a journalist. Missed deadlines result in a zero (F) grade.
· Misspelled proper names get an F on the assignment, so check your spelling. 
· Also any assignment with a major factual error will receive a zero (F). 

	
	Exemplary
	Score

	Story Organization

	· Lede and nutgraph are compelling. 
· Supporting points are outlined in the nutgraph. 
· Lede illustrates the nutgraph.
· Effective transitions are used between supporting points. 
· Information from one point to the next is clear and flows smoothly. 
	
______  of 25

	Reporting, Enterprise, and News Judgment

	· Story shows reporting enterprise and originality.
· Story explains the relevance and newsworthiness of the story in either nutgraph or news hook. 
· Sources used throughout with clear attribution.
· Source list must accompany story. 
· Source list reflects comprehensive reporting. 
· Story must use at least three people sources and include a diversity of perspectives. 
· Web site sources must be used in conjunction with a human source to elaborate or interpret information or data retrieved from the site. 
· Supporting points must be relevant to the nutgraph.
· Story uses anecdotes and quotes well to help illustrate the story.
	
______ of  20

	Style/ Grammar

	· Fewer than three spelling, grammar and punctuation errors in story.
Grammar to Watch
· Correct modification
· Correct use of essential and non-essential phrases
· Correct use of AP style
· Subject-verb agreement
· Correct use of homonyms
	
______ of  25

	Accuracy

	· The source of all information is clear to the reader.  
· Story facts are accurate.
	
______ of  25

	Writing Style
	· Clear, concise writing. 
· Use of descriptive and active verbs. 
· Use of declarative and actives sentences.  
· Story is clear and easy to understand.  
· Uses description that matters and is relevant to points being made. 
	
______ of  15




Appendix B: J300 Grading Guide for Major Assignments

Student Name: __________________________________	Date Due: _________________

Story Slug: ______________________________________	Course/Section: ___________________

· Deadlines are important as a journalist. If you miss deadline, you will receive a zero (F) on your assignment.
· Misspelled proper names get an F on the assignment, so check your spelling. 
· Also any assignment with a major factual error will receive a zero (F). 

	
	Exemplary
	Score

	Lede
	· Whether hard or soft, the lede is clear, concise and compelling 
· Lede captures the essence of the story
· Lede tells what readers need to know, makes them want to read more
	
______ of  10

	Story Organization

	· Nut graph (or news lede) captures the who, what, where, when, why and sometimes how of the story
· Most important information is high in the story and less important details are arranged in descending order of importance
· Information flows smoothly. 
	
______ of  10

	Reporting, Enterprise, and News Judgment

	· Story shows reporting enterprise and originality
· Story explains the relevance and newsworthiness of the story
· Sources used throughout with clear attribution
· Source list must accompany story (-10 points if not included)
· Source list reflects comprehensive reporting; story must use at least three people sources and include a diversity of perspectives 
· Web site sources must be used in conjunction with a human source to elaborate or interpret information or data retrieved from the site 
· Story uses anecdotes and quotes well to help illustrate the story
	
______ of  30

	Style/ Grammar

	· Story follows AP style and rules of grammar, spelling and punctuation
Watch for:
· Correct modification
· Correct use of essential and non-essential phrases
· Correct use of AP style
· Subject-verb agreement
· Correct use of homonyms
	
______ of  20

	Accuracy

	· The source of all information is clear to the reader
· Story facts are accurate. 
· Story is free of bias; all opinions are attributed
	
______ of  15

	Writing Style
	· Writing is clear, concise and descriptive.
· Story is easy to understand.  
· Sentences are well constructed
	
______ of  15




HOW TO CREATE AN EPORTFOLIO IN CANVAS

	1

	Navigate to Folio using this link (https://sfsu.portfolium.com/). It will take you to this page. 
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	2

	Create a New Project(s)using one of the following titles, depending on your class and assignment:

· JOUR 300 FINAL PROJECT [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 226 FINAL VIDEO PROJECT [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 335 PHOTO STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 605 BEST TEXT STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 605 BEST MULTIMEDIA STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 605 BEST PHOTO STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 609 BEST TEXT STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 609 BEST MULTIMEDIA STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 609 BEST PHOTO STORY [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 695 BEST FINAL PROJECT [SPRING/FALL 20XX]
· JOUR 617 PUBLICATION #1 [SPRING/FALL 20XX] (Number each published item sequentially.

	3

	Categorize your project as Journalism.

	4

	Create a brief description of your project. Think of this as a pitch.


	5

	[image: A screenshot of a computer

Description automatically generated]Attach a file containing the work, or a link to the published work or work stored in the cloud.




	6			

	Define Skills, Tools or Software. Your professor has provided the skills you need to add in the next area in the Canvas assignment. Once you start typing one, it will pop up. These are the possible categories: Law, History, Cultural Proficiency, Visual Competence, Ethics, Writing, Ethics, Data & Number and Appropriate Use of Technology
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	7			

	[image: A screenshot of a social media post

Description automatically generated]Teammates You can add “teammates” If other students worked on this story with you.

Tags You can ignore this section.




	8			

	Preview your Project.


	9			

	Publish your Project.


	10			

	Share the link to your project in the assignment your professor created for you.
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Appendix C: Internship Evaluation
1. What is your intern's name?
2. What is your name and title?
3. Please describe your intern's performance.
Superior 
Good 
Satisfactory
Below Average
Poor
4. Please specify the number of photos, articles, or other pieces/types of work the intern completed.
1,000 - 3,000 word stories	
500 - 1,000 word stories	
300 - 500 word stories	
Briefs: 100-300 words	
Blog posts - researched and reported	
Blog posts - opinion, not researched or reported	
1 minute or less video	
2-3 minute videos	
3-4 minute videos	
5-6 minute videos	
Calendar entries	
Graphic elements	
Single photo assignments	
Photo stories (four or more photos)	
Press releases	
Other visual element	
Unpublished by publishable stories	
Hours spent working on social media	
Hours researching stories for larger investigative pieces	
Broadcast story research	
Social media entries	
Other

5. An internship counts for capstone course credit and so, it requires students to produce an equivalent amount of work to what they would do as staﬀ of our student publications. Please indicate whether or not your intern is on track to produce an equivalent amount of work to those publications, by choosing one of the following options:

Photography students are required to publish 14 individual photo assignments and one self-generated photo stories. 

Magazine students are required to publish three 1,000 to 3,000-word stories or six 300 to 500-word stories, four 300 to 500-word online pieces and four graphic or visual elements. 

Newspaper/Online students: 15 published stories including at least three multimedia pieces. 

My intern will not meet the work expectation.

Questions 6-18 are designed to answer the student learning outcomes and are evaluated: 
Strongly Agree 
Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree 
Disagree
Strongly Disagree 
Not applicable

6. News Judgment: The student’s work demonstrates news judgment that identiﬁes and develops story ideas through observation, reading and paying attention to their environment.

7. Critical and Independent Thinking: The intern’s work demonstrates an ability to synthesize information and think independently and work through problems using inference and logic.

8. Cultural Competence: The intern’s work demonstrates an understanding of a variety of cultures and how those cultures inﬂuence perspectives, attitudes and personal interaction with the world.

9. Writing: The intern’s work demonstrates concise, clear, and accurate writing that engages the audience with compelling storytelling.

10. Analytical Competence: The intern’s work demonstrates an ability to discern and weigh the quality of information they gather, as well as know how to analyze and interpret it.

11. Analytical Competence: The intern’s work demonstrates an ability to discern and weigh the quality of information they gather, as well as know how to analyze and interpret it.

12. Research and Reporting: The intern's work demonstrates an ability to methodically ﬁnd information through personal interviews, public documents and the Internet.

13. Media Literacy: The intern's work demonstrates an ability to competently navigate through a rapidly changing media world, understanding media’s influence on society, community and the democratic process, and that students also understand the power of visual storytelling in shaping society’s understanding of the world.
14. Ethics, Integrity and the Law: Work demonstrates knowledge and practice of ethical standards and constitutional laws that guide journalism excellence.

15. Critical Evaluation: The intern's work demonstrates critical evaluation of their own work and that of others for accuracy and fairness, clarity, appropriate style and grammatical correctness.

16. Data and Numbers: The intern’s work demonstrates an ability to apply basic numerical and statistical concepts.

17. Technology: The intern’s work demonstrates an ability to know when and how to apply technology in their professional work.

18. Visual Competence: The intern’s work demonstrates a technically competent ability to research, ﬁnd, and capture a concise and compelling story that reﬂects the gamut of human experience in a variety of formats.

19. Please provide any ﬁnal comments about this student's work as an intern and provide any advice you would like to impart to them as they move on to the next stage of their career.

20. How likely are you to host an SF State Journalism Department student as an intern in the future? This information will not be shared with the student.
Very likely 
Likely
Not sure 
Not likely
Not very likely
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